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Letter from the President
Dear members
I hope that you enjoy reading this
Autumn edition of our newsletter. It
contains reports on some of our activities over the summer, and also information about our winter programme.

	
  

For instance, brassicas have had a hard
year due to the attentions of caterpillars,
butterfly and moths. But we are not the
only ones with this problem, as in June
there were reports of an explosion in the
number of Diamondback moths (Plutella
xylostella, or cabbage moth) across Europe
and the UK, which raised concerns for commercial crops of cabbage and cauliflower.
Let us hope that our cooler, windy weather
keeps that particular pest at bay.

Autumn has arrived in a rush of wind
and rain, almost before we have had a
chance to acknowledge that summer
was departing. After some lovely sunny
weeks in May the weather returned to
the norm for Skye, with long patches
of wet and windy weather. At least the
wind kept the midges at bay, whilst the
wet conditions seem to have enhanced
the colour of the heather on the hills.
The abundance of Rowan berries is
also very evident this year, providing a
welcome splash of colour as well as food
for the birds.

The Society has enjoyed a series of events
over the summer. In June we had a talk
by Andrew Peters on ‘Shrubs for your
Garden’, this was well attended and very
informative. The plant sale in June was a
success, raising a total of £238. Sadly the
coach trip we had planned for July had to
be cancelled due to insufficient numbers,
but we will try again next year (do let us
know if you have a garden you would like to
visit). Early in August several members of
the Society opened their gardens to fellow
members. Unfortunately it was a very wet
weekend, but those that ventured out appreciated the opportunity to see how others
cope with creating gardens in Skye.

Several gardeners have commented on
the abundance of fruit this summer. In
my garden gooseberries, blackcurrants,
redcurrants, eating and cooking apples,
have all done better than in previous
years. Perhaps this was due to those
weeks of sunshine in May? Or was it
because l remembered to give the plants
some extra feed in the late Spring?
Other crops have not fared so well.

The biggest event we run, the Flower and
Produce Show, took place on 27th August.
This year we were pleased to see an increase in the number of floral exhibits, and
the Young peoples’ classes were also very
well supported. As expected, the number of
exhibits in the vegetable section was down
a bit, but the quality of the produce on
display was still very high. There is a full
report on the Show in this edition,

with a list of the main prize winners
and some photographs taken on the
day.
Our thanks go to all those who contributed in any way to these events. We
are always looking for new ideas, so if
you have ideas for other events or can
offer to lend a hand, please contact me
or a member of the committee.
Best wishes
Alison Sanford

On the final page of this newsletter you
will find the Diary of Events covering
the winter months. You can also find
this information on our web site (www.
skyegardeingsocietgy.org.uk) , along
with more information about the history of the Society and some photographs of recent events. If you would
like to contribute to the newsletter or
the web site, please contact me.

FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 2016
This year’s Flower & Produce Show
was held in the Portree Community
Centre on Saturday, 27 August and I
must admit for the first time to having a small attack of nerves. This
year’s show would be without four of
its main exhibitors who for one reason
or another had higher priorities and
would be elsewhere. What effect would
this have on the number of exhibits? In
addition the main hall was smaller than
previous years due to the addition of
a large walk-in store that now housed
all the tables, screens and some chairs.
Whilst welcome in terms of removing an
untidy corner, it meant less space for the
catering seating area. As we wished to
keep this seating area within the main
hall meant changing in the layout of the
exhibit tables. Changing the layout from
the normal arrowhead arrangement to
a parallel arrangement did the trick.
We were pleased to welcome back Abriachan Garden Nursery and Viewfield
Garden Collective. The addition of their
stalls provides an added attraction to
the Show and I, for one, have never finished the day without one or two plants
under my arm.
Although the number of exhibits was
lower than previous years for the reason
outlined above, it was not as bad as expected; some new exhibitors appeared,
two of which could well be added to our
main exhibitor list.

Overall the Show went very well and
visitor figures were up. Three Groups,
namely Flower Arrangements, Photography and Young People exhibits which, for
the last few years have fewer entries than
we would have liked, did very well.
It is worthy of note that a member of long
standing stole the limelight with her first
time exhibits in the Flower Arrangements.
The Pot Plants and Produce Groups did
not fare so well. Entries to both these
Groups have declined over the last few
years. The Committee’s Flower & Produce
Review will need to consider both these
groups carefully.
Catering and the raffle sales exceeded
our expectations. The pre-drawing of the
raffle winners has proved itself a good
time saver and reduced time taken in the
presentation of trophies and awards to a
more audience friendly time.

This year’s main prize winners were:
Overall Winner “Raonull MacInnes
Bowl” – Suzanne Arnold;
Vegetable & Fruit “The Society Trophy”
– Fiona Towers;
Flowers Pot Plants “The Sutherland
Trophy” – Lindsay Brook;
Cut Flowers “Robert Munro Cup & Skye
Shrubs Prize” – Alison Smit;
Cut Flowers Best Roses “Taylor Rose
Bowl; Flowers Overall Winner “Murdo
Stewart Rose Bowl” - Alison Smit;
Flowers for Decorative Effect “The
Camalaig Quaich” – Ampa Thomson;
Produce “The MacDonald Trophy” –
Suzanne Arnold.

Photography – Freya King;

FLATWORMS IN SKYE

Following my previous insert in Midge,
requesting information on the presence
of New Zealand Flatworms in Skye, I
Young People age under 12 – Sgoil Araich have received several responses.
Portree Primary.
It appears that the flatworms have
been, and possibly still are in disparate
Finally in my role as Show Convener I
locations around the island including
would like to extend my thanks to our
Ord, Armadale, Dunvegan and Braes.
membership, the committee and judges,
without whom our Garden Society Flower Where they are still seen, some gardeners report using a pot of salty water in
& Produce Show would not be possible.
which to put the flatworms as they find
them. They are also finding our native
Tom Smit, Show Convener
earth worms still living on their ground.
Only one person says that both types
of worm have totally disappeared and
experiences the difficulty of aerating the
soil themselves.
Young People age 12 to 15 – Freya King;

For those of us who know little about
them:

TELL US ABOUT YOUR VEG!
What vegetables grow well in your garden? Is anyone getting success growing
things outside? I would love to hear from
you as to what you grow and the conditions you provide, also your location on
the island. I’m in Broadford and having
success with onions, some of the brassicas
and courgettes, but little else. Does the
answer have to be a polytunnel/greenhouse?

NZ flatworms are larger than our native
earth worms and are not segmented
(don’t have the bands around the body).
The eggs are the size and colour of
blackcurrants, sometimes red, and are
found in places like the underside of
a plant pot. They are an alien species
which eats our earthworms.
You can help reduce their further distribution, when receiving plants from
other gardens, by checking the soil
immediately around the plant in the
pot and/or keeping the newly acquired
plant isolated from your garden soil
for a while before popping it in its final
position.

Comments please to roselloydhill@yahoo.
Rose Hill
com or 01471 822917

COURGETTE RECIPES IN TIME FOR NEXT YEAR!
Southwest Zucchini/Courgette Side Dish
Ingredients:
1 clove garlic, finely chopped
1 tbsp olive oil
1 lb courgette, diced
1 large tomato, diced
1 green onion, thinly sliced
1 tbsp fresh cilantro
1 tsp chilli sauce
1/2 cup crumbled feta
Dash lime juice
Pepper/salt to taste
1. Cook garlic in olive oil over medium heat in large skillet for 1 minute, stirring
until sizzling.  
2. Add courgette and cook, stirring occasionally, about 3 minutes or until slightly
soft.
3. Add tomato and green onion and cook 3 minutes.
4. Remove from heat. Add cilantro, chilli sauce and lime juice.
5. Season with salt and pepper. Top with feta.
Serve hot.
Courgette Hors d’oeuvres
Ingredients:
Oil or cooking spray for baking sheet
1 packed cup grated courgette
1 large egg
1/4 medium onion, minced
1/4 cup grated low fat sharp cheddar cheese
1/3 cup seasoned breadcrumbs
Salt and pepper to taste
1. Preheat oven to 200 C, oil baking tray
2. Grate courgette into clean dish towel, until you have 1 cup.
Wring out all excess water from the courgette. There will be a lot.  
In medium bowl, combine all ingredients and season with salt and pepper
3. Spoon 1 tbsp of mixture into your hands and roll into a ball.
Place on cookie sheet and bake for 16 - 18 minutes, turning over halfway until
golden.
Makes 16
Joy Lumb

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE AUTUMN 2016
– lots of gardening activity from children on Skye

-

Portree Primary 3 had fun taking part in a Rocket Science experiment. They
planted Rocket (Eruca Sativa) seeds which had been sent to the International
Space Station for six months with Tim Peake and they monitored the seeds over
thirty days. The school Garden Club planted summer bedding plants in two of
the town flower beds on behalf of the Community Council and will be tidying
up these beds in October.
The Sgoil Araidh children were really pleased to win an award at the Summer
Show. Sparking an interest in gardening from an early age perhaps…

-

from The Awesome G club – Carbost Primary School Garden Club
We had a great harvest time with a good crop of potatoes, onions, peas and
barley. In our next session we are planning to grind the barley to flour. Also,
we have had a clean up in the polytunnel ready for winter evicting lots of
weeds and spiders that had crept in enjoying the warmth!

-

Broadford Primary school made lots of entries for the Gardening Society
Summer Show and particularly enjoyed making Princess Crowns. They have
also studied plants and growing as a topic including tasting edible plants and
learning about the parts of flowers.

-

Dunvegan Primary School’s garden was a bit of a washout this year. We
planted potatoes which did grow but produced a very small crop both in size
and in quantity!

Ingrid Bruce

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR THE AUTUMN AND WINTER
2016.
24th September. Autumn Leaves: Talk by Ron Johnston. Breakish Hall, at 2.00 p.m.
Free refreshments.
29th October.
Lunch, Quiz and Plant Exchange. Viewfield House Hotel, Portree
at 12.30 p.m. Cost of £9.00 per person. Must be booked in advance.
26th November. Demonstration of Christmas Table decorations & wreaths by Janet
Irvine-Smith. Tigh no Sgire, at 2.00 p.m. Free refreshments.
2017.
14th January.
Gardeners’ Question Time. The Venue, Portree High School at 2.00
p.m.
Entry by donation and sale of refreshments in aid of Marie Curie in Scotland.
25th March.

Spring Show and AGM. Broadford Village Hall, at 12.30 p.m.

Open Garden Events:
We already have some members offering to open their gardens in 2017, in the north
and south areas of Skye. However more gardens would be greatly appreciated, so if
you would like to have your garden included please let a member of the committee
know.

