August 2022

Off Island Garden Visits. A number of venues in the
Inverness area are being considered along with a visit to one
of the Garden Centres

27 August 2022

Flower and Produce Show, The Venue, Portree High
School. The Schedule will be available in early May.

1 October 2022

Lunch, Quiz & Plant Exchange. The venue will be “The
Viewfield House Hotel”. Lunch comprising soup and
sandwiches will be served prior to the quiz, cost £12.00.

MISTY ISLE DEDICATED GARDENERS’ EPISTLE

Quiz Answers
1A. Petunia, 1B. Alstroemeria, 1C. Geranium, 1D. Salvia, 1E. Achillea, 1F. Campanula, 2. Ferns, 3. Goosebury
Bush, 4. Beanstalk, 5. Spiraea, 6.Labiatae/Lamiaceael, 7. Anemone, 8. Rhododendron, 9. Aubergine, 10. Snap
Dragon, 11. Bog Myrtle, 12. Radish, 13. Pomegranate, 14. Watercress, 15. Orchid, 16. Pansy, 17. Ovary, 18.
Osteospermum, 19. Erythronium, 20. Bouganvillea.

SPRING 2022
www.skyegardeningsociety.org.uk
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Member/s
Fresh from giving my address at this year’s AGM it occurred to me that its content
contained most of what I would have wished to include in this edition of the MIDGE.
Apologies for those members who have already heard most of this letter’s content.
Sadly, due to Covid restrictions, 2021 was literally uneventful for the Gardening
Society, with no meetings or events to speak of. The AGM which should have been
held on 27 March at Minginish Hall could not be held due to Covid restrictions in place
at the time, but thanks to the wonderful world of technology, we held a virtual AGM
event, complete with online elections and even a virtual Spring Show, featuring some
splendid floral photographs provided by members.
The traditional plant sale usually held in May, in conjunction with our Open Gardens,
event also fell victim to Covid as did the group summer outing. All of which was very
disappointing. With Skye enjoying a really lovely warm and sunny summer I must
admit that I had high hopes that the Flower and Produce Show would go ahead but
this also fell victim to Covid. This was particularly annoying since good weather was
the perfect backdrop to producing a spectacular show.
For a while it looked as though our final event of the year, the annual lunch, quiz and
plant exchange, was going to be the exception. The restrictions had been lifted, hotel
was happy and price agreed, members were signing-up and the Quiz Master hard at
work producing the quiz, what could go wrong! Staff shortages. Viewfield House
Hotel regretfully had to cancel at the last minute.
Then, finally on 5 February 2022 following the lifting of some of the Covid restrictions,
members were finally able to meet up to enjoy the much-loved Gardeners’ Question
Time held in The Venue, Portree High School. This was very well attended by some
2

10.
11.

What is the popular term for antirrhinum?
Gale is another name for which plant?

12.

What is the common name of the Raphanus sativus?

13.

Punicaceae has only one member, which is it?

14.

Often used in salads, what has the botanical name “Nasturtium Officinale?

15.

Vanilla flavouring is derived from which flower?

16.

What is the more common name for the flower the Victorians called
“Heartsease”?

17.

Which part of the flower becomes the fruit?
Solve the following the following three anagrams:

18.

Must seem poor (12)

19.

Then your rim (11)

20

I loan a live bug

Answers found at the end of the Midge
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
4th June 2022

Open Gardens and Plant Sale. Currently we are hoping to
have four or five gardens for members and friends to visit.
Full details will be forwarded to all members shortly. Light
refreshments will be available at one of the gardens with the
proceeds going to charity.
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Quiz
1. Identify the flowers?
A

B

C

D

E

F

40 members and their guests, all keen to have their garden problems discussed and
hopefully resolved by the very knowledgeable panel of experts which, at times,
appeared to include the irrespressible compere, Archie Edwards with his entertaining
anecdotes. In all, it was a delightful couple of hours spent in good humoured
company and the event raised £204 for the Kyleakin Collections’ garden. Special
thanks should go to our panel of experts, Calina MacDonald, Andrew Peter and Ron
Johnston, all of whom gave their time and shared their knowledge for the benefit of
the Society members. Unfortunately, our fourth judge, David Maclean, was unable
to attend. A big thank you must also go to Angela and Scott Milne for organizing,
The Venue, so efficiently and for making sure that we were all kept safe from Covid.
Thank you also to Jo and her tireless assistants for providing and serving the
refreshments at the interval.
Finally, I wish to assure members that during this time and despite Covid, the
Committee has continued to work towards providing members with a future
programme of events for the coming year and, with any luck, some of these may
actually happen. With this in mind, I wish to thank the Committee for their continued
support, under what have been some very trying and frustrating circumstances; they
have been a great team and without them there would be no Gardening Society.

2.

Name the plant that does not have true flowers and seeds?

3.

A prickly shrub of the genus Ribes grossularia produces acid, globular fruit.
Name this fruit?

4.

What was Jack’s ladder?

5.

Name the Rosaceous genus popularly known as meadow sweet?

6.

What family does Basil belong to?

7.

What is the genus of the windflower?

8.

Name the genus that comprises evergreen and deciduous shrubs and trees
with pink, red, purple or white flowers?

9.

Name the fruit of the egg plant?
10

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Latin names – you either love them or you hate them. Certainly, it’s hard to be
indifferent to them when, for the most part, they will be the only name you will get on
the nursery’s plant label. Personally, I have grown to love them over the years when
I was working in horticulture and it was necessary to both know and use them. I
suppose I did have the advantage of having studied Latin at school, but most of those
studies involved the writings of Cicero and absolutely nothing horticultural. Having
said that, I can quite understand why many people find these, sometimes long winded
Latin names, somewhat mystifying and would rather just use a common name. There
is absolutely nothing wrong with using a plant’s common name as most plants will
have at least one. Some of these common names are delightful and often evocative.
Granny’s Bonnet, Ragged Robin and Lady’s Finger are a few of my favourites. The
trouble is that in the U.K. alone, there are endless differing regional and folklore based
common names for plants. This would prove to be very problematic were you to try
to obtain a particular plant using only the common name by which you know it. Hence
the Latin names. These names are used worldwide, so that no matter where you live
or even which language you speak, everyone will recognise which specific plant you
3

are talking about. I liken this to the I.S.B.N. catalogue system for books, and I always
quote the I.S.B.N. number, if I know it, when ordering a book, just to be sure I receive
the correct book and not one with the same, or similar title. So, it is with Latin names
for plants.
Of course, you do not necessarily need to know what a plant’s Latin name actually
means, unless you really want to, but I find it fascinating, and actually quite helpful if
the plant label contains no other information than the plant’s Latin name. For
example, the Latin name might tell you what colour the flowers or foliage might be –
alba (white), rubra (red), rutilans (bright red). It could indicate the size or shape of a
plant-elata (tall), tenuis (slender), hastata (arrow shaped). It could tell you when it
will do its thing or what habit it has- tortilis (twisted), veris (springtime), praecox
(early). Scent can also be indicated: sauveolens (sweet smelling), inebrians
(intoxicating). You can also discover what texture a plant might have: pubescens
(downy). So, what kind of site might your plant need? palustris (of marshland),
pratensis (of meadows). Nemorosa, sylvestris (of woodland). The Latin name can
even tell you where the plant originated: chinensis (from China), scotia (from
Scotland), or who discovered or named it – davidii (L’Abbe Armand David), fargesii
(Paul Guillaume Farges).
These are just a few examples of the wealth of information contained in a plant’s Latin
name, and I would be the first to admit that it all sounds like an awful lot to learn and
to remember. Do not despair though. If you have been moved to learn more about
the wonder which is Latin plant nomenclature, then I thoroughly recommend the
following little book.
‘Gardener’s Latin’ by Richard Bird, illustrated by Cathy Morley. I.S.B.N. 1-84065031-1. This enchanting and informative little book contains everything you need to
know and sets it all out in an easy to read fashion, using charts and colourful
illustrations. Even better is that the book is compact enough to take with you to the
nursery or garden centre so that you can get a feel for a plant before you splash out
and buy it.
Lastly, if someone should ask you the name of a particular plant and you cannot
remember it or actually have no idea what it is, then there is a Latin name you can
use, INAPOTICUM FOGOTONAMIA. Ave atque vale.
Lindsey Brooke.

flowers around the house. The adjacent picture above shows the house shortly after
completion.
Initially, I bought many flowers and of course
some plants grew successfully and
unfortunately others did not and others fell
victim to the strong winds by completely
uprooting them. It was at this point one of my
friends (Julie Nevill), who used to be a
secretary of SGS, asked me to go to garden
tour with SGS. I went with her and was so
impressed with the gardens we visited. This led to deciding I would love to have a
beautiful garden like those I had seen so, I started again in 2004.
The garden was not created by following any laid
out plan, it just somehow evolved as successes
and failures were experienced. My favourite part
now is probably the track up to the house, part of
which is shown in the adjacent picture, with the
mixture of traditional heathers and a range of
shrubs and flowers adding colour for most of the
year. However, it didn’t start that way. In 2006 I tried to plant many kinds of flowers
but again with mixed results. Eventually, I learned which plants were suitable to grow
in my garden, which comprises mainly acidic soil.
The garden is in an area that is mainly rocky, so while I was digging, I came across
many rocks and stones beneath the soil. These I used to build flower beds, thereby
extending the area of planted flowers, part of which
comprises flowers that have grown naturally.
Although I did not plant them, they form part of the
garden so they are tended in the same manner as the
rest of the garden. Surprisingly, given my background
in farming, I only have a few beds of vegetables. In
summary, the garden has become an important part
of my life and there is nothing better on a spring or summer day then spending it in
the garden.
Ampa Thompson

4

9

When joining any voluntary organisation, one has to recognise that we all join for our
own reasons and that is not an unreasonable position, and joining a committee is
probably a position many would not consider. The consequence, as many members
understand, is that potential committee members come from a small pot, particularly
those who would wish to become President, Secretary, Treasurer or Show Convener.
It was a fortunate set of circumstances that brought about the recent change in Show
Convener. What is clear and what members fully understand is that there must come
a time when committee members will wish to step down. The longer a committee
member has served the time that will occur gets closer. So, on behalf of the
committee, I would ask members to consider serving. The lack of committee
members, particularly President, Secretary and Treasurer, can only have one
outcome.
I am pleased to advise that all serving committee members agreed to continue and
this was approved by the members present. The committee is currently considering
having a Facebook and Instagram Page. If you wish to comment on this proposal,
please e mail me at tom.smit471@btinternet.com.
Tom Smit
SKYETHAI GARDEN
I was born and raised in Thailand within a farming
family, the farm’s main crops being corn, rice,
ginger, sweet tamarind and asparagus. Like the
majority of farming families, as I grew up, helping
out on the farm was part of my daily life, so I
suppose you could say planting and growing plants
was in my DNA. When I was not helping out on the
farm, you will not be surprised to learn my hobby, which I enjoyed very much, was to
plant flowers in the garden that surrounded the house.
I moved to the Isle of Skye in March 2001 and found myself facing a huge change in
lifestyle because, for me, everything was completely different. Cultural traditions,
social inter-reactions, weathering different environments, differences in the trees and
flowers and of course food, so I had no idea what to do and there was so much I had
to learn. I guess this is where my background helped me start the learning process,
because, on the house being completed I started growing vegetables and planting
8

2022 SPRING SHOW
We were delighted, following two years without a Show (because of you know what),
to be able to bring members together for this year’s Spring Show and AGM, held at
The Venue in The Fingal Centre/Portree High School.
This was my first year as Show Convener, and while our Gardeners’ Question Time
in February had been well attended and enjoyed by all, I was not sure what to expect
from our Spring Show. The winter had seemed long, with cold days and with little
time between the showers. Wet, even by Skye standards, meant that many of the
usual plants and flowers were proving late to emerge. That said, the cheery yellow
of the archetypal spring bloom, the daffodil, didn’t let us down. In fact, it seemed they
were more vibrant than ever.
Our entry tables soon filled up on the morning of the Show. It was wonderful to see
both familiar and new faces around the show benches. Floral displays of Muscari,
Primulas, Pulsatilla, and an array of cacti/succulents to name just a few of the entries.
During the AGM our judge Jonathan MacDonald (assisted by yours truly) deliberated
over flowers and foliage, which
was followed by coffee, filled rolls
and cakes by Jo Cherry, which
were thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Thank you to all who participated
and congratulations to this year’s
winners: 1st place and Primrose
trophy: Lindsey Brooke, 2nd place: Alison Smit, 3rd place: Joyce Heggie. The
monetary prizes for first place and the most outstanding exhibit were kindly donated
by Jonathan MacDonald of Skye and Lochalsh Echo.
A huge thank you and
Strachan and the children of
who created beautiful spring
persons’ bench. We hope
with a review of the young
we can support and
things
gardening
and

congratulations to Lynn
MacDiarmid Primary School
collages for the young
that by working together and
persons’ section of the show
encourage the love of all
participation in future shows.
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Our most outstanding exhibit this year, shown
on front cover, was a stunning vase of Fritillaria
Meleagris, or Snake Head Fritillary, with its
lance-shaped greyish-green leaves and
nodding bell-shaped flowers with pink/purple
checkerboard pattern. This was exhibited by
Barbara Ronald. They are hard to grow on
Skye for a variety of reasons and were a
beautiful example of the species.
I thoroughly enjoyed my first show as Convener and would like to thank all who
assisted me with the preparation and running of the
show, Tom, Alison, Lindsey, Jo, our judge Jonathan
and of course my hubby Scott for organising the
Venue. Thank you to all who participated,
supported, and visited on the day, we couldn’t do it
without you all.
Sadly, Ron Johnston was unable to join us on the
day due to ill health. Ron usually brings along a
plant stall from Lusan Plants. We wish Ron a
speedy recovery.
For a lot of us gardeners, and previously non-gardeners, due to “lockdown” we have
forged a greater connection with our gardens. Benefiting greatly from our outdoor
spaces during the lockdowns of the past two years, I hope that we hold on to that
connection and look to share our knowledge and passion with others.
Happy growing and we look forward to seeing you at the Summer Show later this
year.
Angela Milne
MY FAVOURITE FLOWER
My introduction to my favourite flower was by a friend who
gave me some white Lilium that grew wonderfully well in
our previous garden. Needless to say, when we moved up
to Skye in 2005, some bulbs made the journey with us! This
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started an interest in the many varieties of Lilium and our collection has grown (no
pun intended) over the years. We have several types in the garden, namely regale,
speciosum and candidum as well as the dwarf variety.
It should be said that, at first, I never considered lilies to be my favourite flower as
I’ve had several over the years, but the lilium is now firmly
established in first position, particularly the scented
varieties. Looking back to our early years on Skye when
we had a number of lilies that grew to six feet in height
and the sheer variety that was also available this, I
believe, sparked this love affair with the lilium. I still
struggle with whether or not I should bring these lovely
flowers into the house where I can savour their perfume and beauty or leave them in
the garden to serve the wider interests of pollen seeking insects. I hope I strikea fair
balance. Hopefully this year will see the introduction of water lilies, as shown the
adjacent photo, on completion of the ponds.
Alison Smit
EDITORIAL
The big question I have floating in my mind and no doubt many of members do is
“have we turned the corner”. With the first two events of 2022 having taken place
successfully, along with members attending in similar numbers to pre-Covid, it would
appear that we have, which is encouraging. The information coming from the
majority of medical experts would also suggest we have, but qualifies this by advising
the virus is still there and could re-visit us in a new mutated form at any time. But,
unlike when Covid first struck, our armoury now is much better placed to deal with it.
But back to the big question “have we turned the corner” I believe the qualified answer
must be yes, but it has left many non-Covid problems behind.
So where does this leave organisations such as ours. Yes, we must return to near a
normality as possible for our well-being, whilst remembering that some of our
members will need more time and consideration and should not be left behind.
Another big question which the Society needs to address, and is one facing many
voluntary organisations, where are the next committee members coming from?
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